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(1) Your Contribution Supports the Arts 
And It’s Tax Deductible! 

Introduction 

School 

Programs 

Dance 

Festivals 

Summary 

Vision 

COMMUNITY-MINDED DANCE (CMDANCE), A 501(C)(3) NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION, 
cultivates the next generation of Colorado artists through world-class educational 
programs that bring the global culture of dance to local youth and adults. 

We specialize in sharing vernacular dance traditions, inviting community 
members to experience styles including lindy hop, jazz, Argentine tango, blues, 
kizomba, cueca, Chicago footwork, house, and more. 

Your commitment to becoming a sponsor ensures that CMDance can both 
maintain and expand its existing programming and continue to positively 
impact a wide spectrum of age groups throughout Colorado. 

In an educational landscape marked by tight budgets, cuts to arts programming, 
and a focus on high-stakes testing, cmDance continues to provide youth with vital 
access to in-school dance and music education. 

Last year alone, our professional dance instructors and guest artists reached a 
diverse population totaling over 7,000 youth through vital arts programming in 
public schools across seven counties within the Denver Metro area. 

Our programs use solo and partnered dancing to grant youth the tools to express 
themselves, communicate, creatively problem-solve, take artistic risks, and 
engage in interdisciplinary learning with historical and cultural studies. 

CMDance hosts three major dance and music festivals where world-champion 
artists educate, entertain, and inspire our local community. These festivals attract 
dancers, musicians, and other artists from across the country, as well as visitors 
from abroad. 

By offering educational material about dance from various cultures, cmDance is 
able to bridge gaps between individual backgrounds to create a safe, expressive 
space to experiment and communicate.  

These rich, cultural experiences build and strengthen the greater dance 
community, compelling those involved to connect, express, and transform 
through the power of dance. 

We hope to increase access to dance experiences by building our in-school 
programs to over 100 classes each week across the state of Colorado, enriching 
the lives of children of all grades and socioeconomic levels. To support this, we 
seek the resources to employ a full administrative staff and secure our own space 
for additional educational programs, performances, rehearsals, and training to 
sustain and consistently inspire a highly qualified and well-trained staff of dance 
educators. 

 



  

(2) We Produce Multi-Cultural Dance Events 

Hot Night: Tango and Blues Fusion is CMDance’s monthly fusion 

dance. Once a month, some spectacular dancers get together to share their 
love of tango and blues dance and music. You’ll see dancers “fuse” additional 
styles throughout the night, with swing, ballroom, and Latin dances thrown 
into the mix. The evening opens with dance classes, followed by dancing to 
DJed music. “Hot Nights” explore different styles of dance and music, with 
special live music performances, and dance demonstrations by local and 
national professionals. The evening provides a comfortable atmosphere for all 
patrons to learn, dance, and meet exceptional people. 

www.TangoBluesFusion.com 

 

Rocky Mountain Balboa Blowout (October) celebrates a swing-era 

partnered dance known as Balboa. It features fancy footwork, subtle technique, and flashy 
vintage movement. It is usually danced to upbeat tempos (although slow Bal is possible and 
encouraged). CMDance’s event provides high-quality instruction from the most talented Balboa 
dancers in the world. We have 4 different student tracks at the event, so no matter what your 
level of experience, there is something available for every student. Rocky Mountain Balboa 
Blowout also features live swing music, social dancing all night, and heated competitions 

between the best of the best.                              www.BalboaBlowout.com 
 

 

 Lindy on the Rocks (August) is all about the granddaddy of all swing 

dances, the Lindy Hop - although you can find other vintage dances mixed in as well! 
Lindy Hop can be danced slow or very fast, depending on the music, skill-level, and artistic 
expression. CMDance’s event provides high-quality instruction from some of the most 
talented swing dancers in the world. There are classes for all levels of dancers, live swing 
music, plenty of social dancing, and breakneck competitions with high-flying aerials!                                                                           
www.LindyOnTheRocks.com 

Denver Vintage Jazz Festival (August) is four days of world-class 

music taking place in the Denver area with crowds of approximately 4-500 people per 

day.  Our audience is diverse in age, with the majority being under the age of 40. Almost 

half of those in attendance are from Colorado. The first annual Denver Vintage Jazz 

Festival had guests attend from over 20 states, as well as Canada, Europe, and Asia. The 

Denver Vintage Jazz Festival creates opportunities for you to reach audience consumers 

from all over the world. www.DenverVintageJazzFestival.com  

 

 

 

Lindy Diversion (February) branches out from Lindy on the Rocks, 

including dances such as tap, blues, and jazz. There are no competitions at Lindy 
Diversion - the weekend focuses on workshop classes, spectacular live music, and 
social dancing. Like CMDance’s other events, participants can find some of the best in 
the world at our event. Look forward to engaging classes, live music, killer 

performances, and dancing all night long!                         www.LindyDiversion.com 

 

 

 

http://www.lindyontherocks.com/
http://www.denvervintagejazzfestival.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  

 

  

Number of Children Served: 1000+ 

Age Range of Children Served: 4-5 

Percentage of Children Deemed Low Income: 95% 

Gender Breakdown as a Percentage: 40% F/60% M 

Number of Dedicated Staff to the Program: 6 

Number of Children Served: 6000+ 

Age Range of Children Served: 4-18 

Percentage of Children Deemed Low Income: 85% 

Gender Breakdown as a Percentage: 60% F/40% M 

Number of Dedicated Staff to the Program: 7 

(3) We Impact Youth Through School Programs  

 

Multicultural, Kindergarten - 12th Grade Programs 

The CMDance resident staff instructors deliver age-appropriate in-school 

dance training in swing, jazz, Latin, lindy hop, Argentine tango, cueca, 

chacarera, rapanu and more. Instruction takes place during the school day 

and after school, and classes often end with a performance. 

Guest Artist Program 

Several times a year, world-renowned guest instructors and musicians visit 
Colorado to teach workshops at large conferences. CMDance works with these 
artists to provide unique educational opportunities for students at local 
schools. 

These dance classes and music clinics inspire local students to reach new 

heights in their artistic expression. Since the program’s inception in 1999, 

CMDance has inspired many young dancers and provided the necessary 

building blocks for ten international professional dance careers. 

We are always making new connections with artists, of diverse disciplines and 

styles, for collaborations and presentations for our aspiring young dancers.  

 

Early Childhood Education Programs 

Through a partnership with the Denver Mayor’s Office of Children’s Affairs, CMDance has introduced dance education to 

the Denver Great Kids Head Start Program, as well as other ECE programs in Denver. To qualify for elements of this 

programming, the children’s families must meet income requirements, and are often at or below the poverty level. We 

are grateful to be able to provide our artistic programming to youth who might not otherwise receive the opportunity. By 

teaching dance and movement classes to pre-school students, CMDance’s Early Childhood Education Programs support 

existing education standards.  

 



 

The CMDance Performance Company has been 

entertaining audiences since 2008. Our goal is to 

provide high-quality entertainment along with 

knowledge and mastery of authentic American 

dances. We do this by training dancers and providing 

opportunities for students to learn and perform.  

The CMDance Company has been featured at events 

including Denver’s Five Points Jazz Festival, the Vail 

Jazz Festival, the WWII Era Ball, Rocky Mountain PBS, 

the Evergreen Jazz Festival, and the SCFD Botanical 

Gardens' Showcase. 

 

 

 

 

This year, we are proud to introduce 

our CMDance Youth Performance 

Team! This team raises young dancers 

in the dance community, trains them, 

and prepares them to perform. This 

includes education in a wide variety of 

dances, and study of music and dance 

history.  

Students from the ages of 14 to 20 

receive instruction from visiting guest 

artists and members of the CMDance 

Performance Company to perform all 

over the Denver Metro Area.  We are 

very excited to fuel in these youth a 

passion that they can carry with them 

for the rest of their lives. 

 

  

 

(4) We Provide Quality Entertainment, and Training 

for the Next Generation of Performing Artists 



 

 

 

 

 

  

(5) Become Involved: The Next Steps 

Community-Minded Dance needs your support!  
As a committed patron of the arts and education, we invite you to step and  

become our “Dance Partner” today. 

 

The Next Steps:  

Our goal of $150,000 will allow us to reach almost 2,000 youth each week. 
 

CMDance provides 50 classes per week, serving more than 1,000 youth in early childhood 

education programs.   

Our K-12 programs serve over 700 additional dance students on a weekly basis. 

 

 

Cut a rug. Cut a check. Cut someone a break. 

Over 85 % of the youth served by CMDance qualify for 

the free or reduced lunch program, a key indicator of 

poverty. For students with limited financial means, and 

for schools whose budgets are already stretched thin, 

CMDance’s programs make a measurable difference.  

 

The benefits extend 

beyond the dance 

floor! 

CMDance school programs generate positive results 

that reach far beyond the dance floor. Students 

receiving our dance instruction are proven to show 

improved focus in the classroom, follow directions 

better, and demonstrate more respectful physical 

interactions with their fellow students. 

Learning dance also builds courage, self-esteem, 

and teamwork skills as the students step beyond 

their comfort zone and take emotional, physical, 

and artistic risks. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Make your tax-deductible donation today!  

Credit card, PayPal, and check accepted. 

 

Visit www.CMDance.org, or contact CMDance at info@cmdance.org or (303) 883-6691 to 

learn how you can support dance education in local schools. 

 

Becoming a 

CMDance Partner – 

What’s in it for me? 

In addition to supporting youth through dance’s artistic, 

physical, and developmental benefits, sponsorship also 

benefits you and your company. Your name and logo will 

be displayed on all the CMDance websites, social media, 

and event materials, recognizing your generous support. 

 

Along with the multiple benefits of sponsorship you’ll also receive access to 

our dance events – allowing you to experience dance, first hand!  

 

Community-Minded Dance Founder and Executive Director 

 

If you enjoy music, dancing, love watching dancers, or appreciate the life 

lessons, physical fitness and the creative release of dance, please consider 

making a tax-deductible gift to CMDance today. 

Your donation will enrich the lives of our youth, foster community, and help 

conserve American dance culture and traditions. Together, we will help youth 

move through life with discipline, joy, and grace – step-by-step, and hand-in-

hand. 

We can’t do it without your support – so thank you, for your consideration and 

generosity. 

 
Caryn Carrasco 

 

THANK YOU 
for stepping up to support Community-Minded Dance! 

 


